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The Father will give another Paraclete 

The Gospel continues from last Sunday as Jesus offers consolation to his disciples 

on the eve of his departure.  Today we hear of the Spirit who will come to the 

disciples when Jesus returns to his Father.  Because the Spirit will come and 

remain with them the disciples will not be left orphaned; they will not be left alone 

and desolate.  The Spirit dwelling in the community will continue to mediate the 

presence of God with us.   

The word ‘Paraclete/Advocate’ comes from the world of legal dealings. It can seem 

a strange word but it is the image Jesus offers to emphasise we have God on our 

side.  The Greek work is based on the word ‘to call’ and so it means ‘one who 

answers the call’ or one called on for support – thus advocate.  John’s community 

was engaged in a struggle with both the Roman world and the Jewish world where 

Christianity had its origins.  This is the context in which Jesus speaks of the Spirit 

as the Advocate in these struggles, the one who will answer their call, wo will hep 

and offer support.   

Today, our context is different, but we still have much to struggle with in a society 

that no longer lives out and publicly espouses Gospel values.  We still need the 

Spirit to be on our side as we struggle to live as Jesus lived; we still need the Spirit 

of truth to offer guidance and counsel as we struggle with the complex moral 

issues raised in our times.  The Gospel still needs to be given a voice through the 

example and words of Christian men and women supported by our Advocate, the 

Spirit of truth.                                             Mary Coloe PBVM 

 

mailto:hpmg@bne.catholic.net.au


 Readings The Ascension of the Lord                                                                                                                            
Reading 1: Acts 1:1-11           Psalm:  46           Reading 2:  Ephesians 1:17-23          Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20     

 

   Parish News            

COUNTERS Alison’s team. 

PARISH HISTORY GROUP will be meeting this Thursday, May 14th commencing 

3:15pm in the Parish Centre.  The Committee is seeking more members, 

specifically those with a connection to the St Agnes’ community.  Since the 

formation of the committee at the Parish History night in February, Maureen Ward 

has joined the group, but there is a need for additional representation of 

parishioners from the former St Agnes’ Parish.  Please contact the Parish Office if 

you are interested in being involved – your participation would be most welcome 

and appreciated.   

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD will be held in conjunction with the 9:00am 
mass at St Agnes’ next Sunday.  All children are invited to attend.  Children 
under the age of 5 must be accompanied by an adult. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The menALIVE Men’s Weekend will be held on 13 + 14 June 2026. The weekend 

is organised by men in your local community and conducted by an experienced 

team of menALIVE leaders. It is suitable for all men from 18 years of age.  For 

more information contact Darren or David osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au;  

33971671 OR adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Weekday Masses 

Date  Day  Time  Location  

May 11 Mon 8:00am St Joachim’s 

May 13   Wed 6:00pm St Agnes’ 

May 14 Thurs 9:00am St Agnes’ 

May 15 Fri 9:00am St Joachim’s 

                                 Weekend Masses                           

May 16 Sat 5:00pm St Joachim’s 

May 17 Sun 7:30am St Joachim’s 

May 17 Sun 9:00am St Agnes 

May 17 Sun 6:00 pm  St Agnes  

SACRAMENTS AND SPECIAL LITURGIES 

RECONCILIATION - Every Saturday 

Every Saturday 4:30pm  St Joachim’s Church 

HOLY ROSARY 

Every Wednesday  5:30pm  St Agnes Church 

MASS OF ANOINTING - First Friday 

9:00am   St Joachim’s Church  

ADORATION - First Wednesday 

6:30pm at St Agnes’ 

BAPTISM, WEDDINGS, AND FUNERALS 

by appointment 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION 

1st Wednesday of the month  

      CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY                                   

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: 1st and 3rd 

Sunday 9.00am at St. Agnes’ Church 

 

Family and Children’s Mass on 4th Sunday of the 

month at 9.00am at St. Agnes 

EVENTS & MEETINGS AT PARISH CENTRE 

May 14   Thursday   Parish History Group 

May 16   Saturday    Parish Ecumenical Group 

 

 

New to the parish 
Register via Flocknote 
by scanning the QR  
code.  

Parish Ecumenical Ministry Group 
The parish is looking forward to forming an Ecumenical Ministry Group. 

Those who are interested are warmly invited to get involved. Please 

contact Trish (0434533157 or pobby1948@gmail.com) or Linda 

Sumadi (0468596438) for more information.  

An initial meeting will be held on Saturday, 16 May 2026 at 10:00am 

in the Parish Centre. 

 
  

domestic & family 

VIOLENCE 
Prevention Month  

On Sunday, May 24th we will be holding a short Prayer Liturgy after the 
9:00am mass to remember those who have lost their lives to DFV, to pray 
for healing of victim-survivors and for those who continue to live in fear. 
This annual initiative aims to raise awareness of domestic and family 
violence.  No matter our role within the parish/community, there are simple 
things each of us can do to prevent DFV and to ensure that our community 
is one that listens to, believes and supports those who have been impacted 
by domestic and family violence. 
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